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April 2, 2026

The Honorable Sean P. Duffy
Secretary of Transportation

U.S. Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE
Washington, D.C. 20590

Secretary Dufty:

We write to express our strong support for the Department of Transportation’s
(Department) proposed rule to reset the Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) standards
promulgated by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA). The proposal
appropriately realigns the CAFE program with the statutory framework established by Congress
and addresses the substantial legal concerns with the Biden-Harris Administration’s approach to
fuel economy standards. Further, this rule addresses the urgent need to improve the affordability
of automobiles in the United States.

NHTSA’s authority to establish fuel economy standards originates from the Energy
Policy and Conservation Act of 1975 (EPCA), which Congress further amended through the
Energy Independence and Security Act of 2007.! EPCA directs NHTSA to establish “maximum
feasible” fuel economy standards after considering factors such technological feasibility,
economic practicability, impact of other federal motor vehicle standards, and energy
conservation.? The statute also prohibits consideration of the fuel economy of “dedicated
automobiles,” such as electric vehicles, as well fuel emissions credits, when determining such
standards.? Further, the statute requires that NHTSA must consider duel fueled vehicles operated
solely on gasoline or diesel fuel.*

149 U.S.C. § 32902.
249 U.S.C. § 32902(f).
349 U.S.C. § 32902(h).
“1d.



Despite these legal requirements, the Biden-Harris Administration’s NHTSA established
unlawful fuel economy standards that served as a de facto electric vehicle mandate.®> The rule
instituted aggressive fuel economy targets that could only be achieved through broad vehicle
electrification, made improper assumptions on vehicle electrification, expressly considered
“dedicated automobiles,” and allowed consideration of the fuel economy credit program in
establishing fuel economy standards. All of these requirements conflict with the statute’s explicit
directives.®

In June 2025, NHTSA appropriately concluded that the previous Administration’s
approach contradicted EPCA and exceeded the agency’s authority.” NHTSA’s new proposal
appropriately brings the CAFE program back in statutory compliance and aligns with
congressional intent in establishing the program through setting achievable fuel economy targets,
not picking winners and losers in the marketplace, and addressing credit trading.®

Even during a time when Americans were already struggling to afford groceries due to
Biden-inflation, the Biden-Harris Administration plowed ahead with CAFE standards that were
projected to increase the average cost of new motor vehicles.” By contrast, your Department’s
proposed standards are estimated to save American families approximately $109 billion over the
next five years.'? Regulatory costs often price consumers out of newer vehicles, meaning fewer
Americans would have access to new motor vehicle safety technologies. The current proposal is
estimated to save more than 1,500 lives and prevent nearly 250,000 serious injuries by improving
access to newer vehicles. !

We applaud the Trump Administration, the Department, and NHTSA for this proposal to
reset fuel economy rules to achievable, workable levels that are consistent with the statute. The
proposed reset will also provide much needed regulatory certainty to manufacturers and benefits
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to consumers. We urge the Department to expeditiously finalize the proposed rule, and we stand
ready to support the Department in this effort.

Sincerely,
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